ADNSA Meeting
Minutes – Mon Jan 25, 2016
Location: 
This meeting is to be held on Mondays between 12 and 1pm in the fall and winter terms in the Boardroom at the Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine.
Present:
Jasmine Carino [Associate Dean Curriculum and Residency], Shehab El-Hashemy [Associate Dean Academic Delivery], Mitchell Zeifman [Associate Dean Clinical Education], Dave Hall [Registrar], Cindy Beernink [Yr 1&2 Academic Coordinator], Cayla Bronicheski [3rd Yr Academic Representative], Max Crispo [2nd Yr Academic Representative], Greg Naismith [1st Yr Academic Representative], Olivia Leung [1st year Academic Representative], Nicole Tillie [1st year Clinic Representative], Jennifer Whalley [Secretary]
Guest: Laura   
Chaired By: 
Jasmine Carino

Call to Order: 
12:00pm
	Item
	Description
	Action

	1.
2.

3. 

4.

5.
6.

7.
	Approval of the Minutes
· Format of minutes altered to be more concise. Approval of the minutes was  deferred for the following meeting so everyone has an opportunity to review them.
Update re FAQs Development Re: Exam Invigilators 
· A paragraph will be developed by Dr. El-Hashemy explaining past decision/rationale for instructors not being present for exams This will be placed on the FAQ document.
Update on Physiology 

· With a new instructor that was hired with very short turnaround time, students have raised concerns about expertise of the instructor. Dr. El-Hashemy is working with the instructor weekly to provide support. Dr. El-Hashemy and first year representative Greg) are actively monitoring progress of the course delivery to determine course of action if needed. Report to ADNSA post mid-term exams. [ACTION]
Update on Grade Error – Investigation from last meeting

· Dr. El-Hashemy explained two known errors. The first involved an operator mistake for a practical course (faculty switched grades of two students with similar last names). As this is not a prior trend with that instructor, no further course of action is required.  The second involved An exam constructed from a previous version, where one question was removed, resulting in a frameshift with the old answer key. This has been corrected. Considering checklist going forward for changes to the format of exams in accommodations. 
· Dr. El-Hashemy with the OAA will create a report comparing reported grade errors in prior years vs. today to illustrate improvements, to address concerns around exam accuracy and grade errors. [ACTION]
Stand-up desks (Laura) 

· Some students have shown interest in purchasing portable standup desks (which can be placed on top of tables). The question was posed whether it would be possible for funding. The student was encouraged to develop a proposal to Dr. Carino that would be directed to the Property department with a view of finding more permanent solutions. [ACTION]
Group Assignments (Max Crispo): 

· Concerns were raised about students being able to pick their own groups for class assignments. Several reasons for encouraging faculty to preselect a randomized group assignment include: encourages professional development, collaboration, exposure to different students, unity between Sept and January intakes. Potential challenges include scheduling for part-time students, and introverted students not able to assert themselves into a group. It was recommended that all Group assignments be randomized based on class list going forward. Concerns about sign-ups for groups and times as students who don’t know about these lists in advance are disadvantaged and don’t get the same opportunities as those who knew before.
· Dr. El-Hashemy and Mr. Crispo to provide feedback to instructors. Potentially aa policy/guideline to support random lists can be communicated to faculty. It was noted that some courses (i.e. phlebotomy) may be an exception in order to lessen anxiety. There is a need to hear from people who have found benefit in the past picking their own groups.

· S-EH to send out email to all instructors for feedback. [ACTION]

· Max to meet with two instructors to discuss group formations [ACTION]
To be discussed at next meeting: (Cayla B.)
· Request that all notes covered in lectures be posted, in light of one’s ability to postpone exam writing (not just powerpoint)

· Request for videos for practical courses that require demonstration.
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